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Athletics: 

The athletic program in Cassopolis can finally have something to 

cheer about.  On Thursday, February 4th, the State of Michigan 

and the Health Department allowed contact practices to begin 

on February 8th.  What this means for the Rangers is that on 

Monday we will begin our first contact practices of the year.  

The Southwest 10 has decided to have 5 contact practices 

before our first day of competition.  Our first week of 

competition will be the week of February 15th.   

The High School and MIddle School schedules are still being 

finalized after a meeting with the Southwest 10.  The High 

School basketball season is shortened compared to a normal 

year but from previous schedules this year the Rangers are only losing two games.  The Middle School 

Girls basketball team will have a shortened season also but will still be playing four games this year.  The 

wrestling teams at both levels will also have reduced matches this season but will be competing within 

our conference and several other venues.   

The positive to take away from this hectic season is the fact that the athletes are resuming play.  

Basketball will still be required to wear masks while participating and at practice.  This is a mandatory 

requirement and it will be on the coaches and athletic department to enforce this mandate.  If the 

facemask rule is violated the game can be halted and play suspended due to the violation.  It is 

imperative that all athletes mask up and play on. 

Wrestling will have a different challenge.  Mask wearing while competing in a wrestling match has been 

deemed unsafe.  The wrestling team will have to be Covid tested during the week and specifically the 

day of the match.  In this manner we can ensure that all athletes pose no risk to other teams.  Training 

will be performed by the athletic director to ensure proper protocols are followed. 

The attendance policy for winter sports will go back to the two tickets per participant rule.  There will 

also be spectator information requirements so contact tracing can be provided if need be.  The league 

has also announced that every school will be charging admission.  At the ticket taker table there will be a 

list of names on who is coming to the game that is provided to the ticket takers by the visiting coach.  

The home coach will provide the same list for his team.  In this fashion all people attending the game are 

accounted for and contact tracing can be accurately tracked. 
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The tournament season has not changed from the last update provided by the MHSAA.  There is still a 

scheduled state tournament for all winter sports. 

#Ranger Strong 

 

         Sam Adams Elementary 

 
 

Mrs. Stermer’s Corner 

The month of January saw mild temperatures and weather, for the most part, 
virtual learning and a return to in-person learning on Monday, January 11th for Sam 
Adams students.  We finished our second marking period, and second semester on 
Friday, January 22nd.  Our third marking period and second semester began on 
Monday, January 25th with virtual and some of ouracademy students returning to in-
person learning.   

Culture is a term which encompasses the social behavior and norms found in 
human societies.  The culture that we live at Sam Adams is a culture of trust, respect 
and responsibility.  All of us here  understand and believe in the value of culture building 
within our classrooms and our building.  Each classroom spent four days during the 
month of January, two upon returning on January 11th and two days at the beginning of 
our second semester on January 25th, engaging our students in specific activities to 
help build and reinforce our positive environment.  This intentionality in building a 
culture of trust, respect and responsibility has the data showing a dramatic decrease in 
our building’s behavior referrals.  At this same time last year we had 127 major behavior 
referrals and 116 minor referrals.  This year, there are 10 major behavior referrals and 5 
minor behavior referrals for the same time frame for our entire building.  We attribute 
this dramatic decrease to instructional practices, training and protocols we have brought 
into our building this year. 
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Mr. Burns our physical education teacher will be sending 
information home concerning this year’s Kids Heart Challenge, which 
benefits the American Heart Association and runs from February 8th - 
February 19th.   
 

 

Conferences are being held Wednesday, February 10th and Thursday, February 
11th from 4:00-8:00 p.m.  Please call Sam Adams’s office at 269-445-0516 immediately 
to schedule your 15 minute time slot, as many time slots have already been taken.  The 
office number is 269-445-0516.  All conferences will be held virtually over zoom or by 
phone, if requested.    
 

a BIG thank You to our Community Supporters! 
 

Mask Donation 

Sam Adams was a thankful recipient of adult and child surgical masks. The 
donation came from the Cass County Department of Human Services. Janice Reed, 
Community Based Resource Specialist made it possible for local districts to receive 
these masks. As a district, we received 1100 adult masks and 100 child masks. Brenda 
Wilkinson, DHS Administration and Robin Emenaker, Volunteer (she is in the picture) 
helped to deliver the masks to local schools.  
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Hand sanitizer Donation 

Sam Adams received a donation of hand sanitizer, enough for every classroom and the 
office, in a donation from  Barry Eye of Advanced Affiliates.  This thoughtful donation is 
appreciated by students and staff!    
 

 
 

 

Look what popped up in the hallway near Mrs. First’s classroom!  Mrs. First 
created this fun footpath for our kindergarten and first grade students, in the open area 
outside her classroom. Students who need some movement can walk, jump and hop 
their way through the hallway! 
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Transitional kindergarten is celebrating Groundhog's Day...puppets, directed 

drawing groundhogs, and learning about shadows  
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Personality Crests 

Getting to know special things about our classmates in Mrs. Pike’s room.  
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Mr. Sheets' Class playing "Never Have I" and popcorn story for culture 

days with our virtual zoom friends 

  

  

Zones of Regulations and Growth Mindset: Setting Goals for the New 

Year 

Mrs. Sobecki’s class reviewed the Zones of Regulation in their 
classroom.  Understanding what big feelings are and how to better manage 
them.  Students also began the New Year and new semester by learning about and 
setting personal goals for the classroom and at home.   
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Second Grade’s Ecosystem Project 

Second graders participated in a Chalk Talk for our next project! Our next project we will 
look at different ecosystems and learn the roles that humans, plants and animals all play. 
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Mrs. Blume’s Class has Ranger PRIDE  
We talked about Sam Adams PRIDE as trust, respect, and responsibility. We 

talked about  character traits as well as what it means to be a Sam Adams learner. 
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Saving Sam! Mrs. Blume’s class learned about sportsmanship and growth 
mindset while working in teams to help save Sam the worm from his sinking ship! 

     
Mrs. Blume’s class used google slides for an engaging way to show what they 

know about place value. Students were able to manipulate the pieces to show their 
work and it quickly showed Mrs. Blume who understood place value.  

   

Mrs. McCoy’s Class Building Community  
Sam is stuck on a boat and he can’t swim! His boat has capsized and Sam is in 

trouble. He needs to retrieve his life jacket from underneath the boat so that he can 
safely float to shore. You and your partner's job is to save Sam by retrieving the life 
jacket from under the boat and putting it on Sam. Unfortunately, the only tools you can 
use to accomplish this task are your paper clips. You may choose to use one paper clip 
per person, or you can opt to let one person use both paper clips at the same 
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time.  REMEMBER:  You cannot touch Sam, the boat, or the life preserver with your 
bare hands. 
The kids loved the challenge! 
 

 
 

Mrs. McCoy’s class had a wonderful time participating in “Cookies n’ Canvases” in her 
classroom 
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Culture Days in Mrs. Allison’s Class  
Students explored the character traits of Trust, Respect, and Responsibility with the Skit-

tells activity!  
  

   
  

  

  

  

  

Ms. Myer’s Class Set Goals During Culture Days 

We added a little sparkle to Culture Week after our norms discussion. One of our class 
goals we set is to become better writers, so we took time to create our writer's journals that are 
unique to each of us. 
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Here in Fourth Grade, we took the most out of our Culture Days by getting to know 

our newly returning Academy students. Welcoming them with arms wide open as we are 

playing "Would you rather?" with our Virtual students at home.  The fourth grade was also 

able to discover a little more about our emotions and identify what we look like in each of 

the zones.  We were also able to discuss how our own emotions can affect other 

people.  We were also able to answer some questions about the Zones of Regulation on our 

Quizizz App. After Culture Days concluded, we eased into academics with a Mystery 

Science lesson. The students learned about the locations and patterns of Volcanoes. They 

used coordinates to map out some of the most common volcanoes and then predicted 

whether or not it was likely that a volcano could pop up in their hometown. It was an 

engaging experience that wrapped up our chapter on the Ring of Fire. 
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Mrs. Hoff’s class demonstrated kindness by picking up what was dropped by another 

and adding to each other’s virtual "personality carousels" on Jamboard.  

       

 

  
Mrs. Struble’s class used Jamboard to do Personality Carousel during Culture Days. 

Students used Jamboard for personality traits.  Each student, both in person and virtual, had a 
slide with their name on it.  Then, each child had to add a sticky note to everyone’s slide with a 
personality trait they liked about them.  At the end they reviewed their slide and all of the 
personality traits others had left them.   
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Project Based Learning  
Does every drop of water count?   The 5th graders of Sam Adams 

Elementary think so.  Our current project is called Every Drop Counts.   Driving 
Question:  What can we use to conserve water and how can we convince others 
to conserve water as well?  Problem Statement:  We are responsible members of 
our community and school who will learn why it is important to conserve, reuse 
and collect water so that we can convince businesses in our community of 
Cassopolis to conserve water.   
 

 In this project, students have had the opportunity to realize that everyone 
doesn’t have access to clean water.   Students have participated in experiments 
to show how some areas have an abundance of water and in other areas water 
is scarce.   They’ve also enjoyed the read aloud of the book A Long Walk To 
Water   by Linda Sue Park.  On top of that they’ve also had the chance to 
interview a farmer and horticulturist. 
 

Currently, students are researching local businesses and farms in 
Cassopolis that they think may waste water.   Then their job will be to present to 
local business ways in which they could reuse, conserve, and collect water.     
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Mrs. Struble’s class received their funded items from the Donors Choose 
project she had requested called, Mindfulness Matters.  Students have enjoyed 
their flexible seating options, calm space, and fidgets.   

She hopes it encourages her students to take their emotional health just as 
seriously as their physical health.    
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with Mrs. Burks 
Mrs. First’s class participated in a Keva Planks challenge in S.T.E.A.M. during Culture 

Days.  Here students are showing their creativity and problem solving skills as they build using 
the planks.   
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Students in third and fourth grade put their creativity, critical thinking and problem 
solving skills to good practice participating in the spaghetti and marshmallow challenge building 
the tallest freestanding structure built with spaghetti, marshmallows and a specified amount of 
tape.  

 

 
 

Airplane Challenges 

 
We created between 2-3 airplanes and had several different test flights. The goal was to 

be able to create a paper airplane that could fly the farthest. The students created their first 
plane on their own, the second plane we did together. Lastly, on the third airplane, they were 
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allowed to pick their own designs to build from watching videos or using the paper airplane 
books I have.  
 

 
 

 

  

We want to recognize Mrs. Eye, Mrs. Phillips and Mrs. Scott for being available and flexible as 
needed. These three ladies have done a wonderful job filling in, assessing students, and 
keeping lunches running smoothly in the classrooms. Our teaching staff has praised  the 
behavioral improvement during lunch time because of the consistency of these three ladies. 
They are also the faces behind our RTI bitmoji classrooms.  The classrooms are fun, engaging 
and keep students learning even when face to face intervention can not be provided.  
In compliance with Michigan’s Read by Grade Three law (check out the video) we have 
specifically targeted early literacy skills.  Our first graders worked hard on phonemic awareness 
skills (beginning sounds, ending sounds, rhymes, vowel patterns, and sound recognition). As a 
grade level, first grade started with 18% of students passing all skills and grew to 80% of 
students passing all skills; a 62% increase! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vMnR2fC_pRE&feature=youtu.be
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Lunch Time Ladies: 
Mrs. Willis, Mrs. Pompey-Pruitt and Ms. D. Leach are our other three classroom aides for 
lunches.  They show up every day with a smile in their eyes and a helpful heart. Thank you 
ladies for showing up for our students! Our teaching staff has praised the behavioral 
improvement during lunch time because of the consistency of these three ladies. 
 

Academy 

Twenty seven students transitioned out of Academy into in-person or virtual learning the second 
semester.  Mrs. Ayers did an excellent job of NWEA testing Academy students prior to the 
second semester.  She sent emails to both students and parents, even texting and calling as 
needed. When students logged into zoom they were greeted with this nice graphic.  It also had 
the test session name and password on it, which allowed students to log into the test 
immediately.  This limited the amount of talking back and forth when students first logged in.  It 
created a calm testing environment. Thank you Mrs. Ayers!  
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Staff Shout Outs! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our favorite thing to do at Sam Adams is 
to spread kindness and smiles.  Mrs. 
Stermer and Mrs. Sheeley wanted to add 
some fun to the fact that we had three 
first weeks of school.  The actual first 
week of school, September 7th, where 
staff received new scissors because they 

were “A cut above the rest”. The second first week of school was the week of January 11th and 
the third one the week of January 25th.  
The week of January 11th we passed out a note that read “Just POPPING in to congratulate 
YOU in successfully completing YOUR second first week of school.”  The staff was given a 
choice of Coke, Sprite or water.  Mrs. Bowers and Mrs. Blaske also helped with the graphics 
and stickers! Too cute!  
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The week of January 25th staff started their Monday morning with a cake pop.  Mrs. Sheeley 
“popped in” to wish them a happy third week of school.  This was a yummy way to start a 
Monday.  
 

On Tuesday, February 2nd, many staffed dressed in navy blue or mahogany/maroon. 
We haven’t had the opportunity to intermingle much due to COVID restrictions.  This was too 
good of a mini social opportunity to pass up. We called who was still available down to the 
commons area. Mrs. Bowers snapped a picture of us! 
 

 
 

Technology Tip 

If your student has magnified their Chromebook it can be reset one of two ways. First try 
ctrl+0 as a reset. If that doesn’t work the background may be magnified.  Press ctrl+alt and use 
your two fingers, bringing them together on the mouse pad, to zoom back in. Remember to 
contact your child’s teacher if there are Chromebook malfunctions.  
 

 
Report cards for in-person students in kindergarten through fifth grade were sent 

home with students Thursday, February 4th.  Report cards for virtual students were 
mailed home.   
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Fun in the Snow at Sam Adams 
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Curriculum / Grants & Assessment 

 
Spring Testing 
Currently, State Testing is scheduled to begin on April 12th for all 
grades. Students will be participating in the M-STEP, PSAT 8-9, 
PSAT 10, and SAT. More information to come on when specific 
grades will test.  

 
 

 
.  
Parent Echo Viewer- 
Parents can get notifications through ECHO about students’ grades. 
Use the Parent Echo User Guide- found on our website to find out how. 
 

 

 

http://www.cassopolis.k12.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_12205019/Image/Ross%20Beatty/ECHO%20PARENT%20USER%20GUIDE%202%20(2).pdf
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Other Upcoming Events: Mark your calendar!  

February 8 BOE meeting, 6:30PM 
February 10-11 Parent Teacher Conferences 
February 15 No School, Presidents’ Day 
 


